
  

 

 

Co-Chairs’ Summary 

Lima, Peru (virtual) | 2-3 December 2021 

The third LAC-DAC Dialogue on Development Co-operation was held virtually on 2-3 December. It was 
hosted by Peru and co-chaired by Susanna Moorehead, Chair of the OECD’s Development Assistance 
Committee (DAC), and Ambassador Luis Enrique Chávez Basagoitia, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Peru. The LAC-DAC Dialogue brought together 150 representatives from 21 countries in Latin America 
and the Caribbean (LAC), 25 DAC member countries, three DAC Participants and Observers and 5 
multilateral organisations.  

The third LAC-DAC Dialogue1 took place in the context of the global fight against the COVID-19 
pandemic, which is an unprecedented health, social and economic crisis. The Dialogue provided an 
opportunity to exchange knowledge and experiences among LAC countries and the members of DAC 
on the topic of “International development co-operation in the context of COVID-19: challenges and 
opportunities for LAC-DAC partnerships” and to discuss the future of the LAC-DAC Dialogue on 
Development Co-operation. The LAC-DAC Dialogue meeting built on three preparatory roundtable 
discussions on (i) Creating resilience, tackling inequalities and strengthening health systems; (ii) 
Financing for sustainable development to support building back sustainably from COVID-19; and (iii) 
Digital and technological transition in development co-operation. 

2 December 2021 - preparatory roundtables: 

A. Creating resilience, tackling inequalities and strengthening health systems 

The Co-chairs of this roundtable noted that the COVID-19 pandemic has caught all countries 
unprepared and reinforced pre-existing economic and social gaps and vulnerabilities, e.g. in health 
systems, medical services, and social protection systems. The poorest countries and most vulnerable 
populations were hardest hit with little capacity to cope with the crisis - exacerbating inequalities, 
including in access to vaccines, so it is essential to meet their needs through action plans, under a 
multidimensional approach. LAC and DAC members need to work together to overcome the crisis, 
focus on the objectives of the 2030 Agenda and on providing global public goods. LAC countries 
encouraged strengthened co-operation with DAC members on health systems, including the exchange 
of knowledge, experiences, good practices, and lessons learned, as well as technology transfer for the 
production of equipment and medical supplies needed to address health crises. LAC countries were 
encouraged to engage in the DAC Community of Practice on Poverty and Inequalities. Participants 
suggested working on defining what inequalities mean and on creating a new development co-
operation paradigm that includes vulnerabilities and inequalities within countries and recognises their 

                                                           
1 This followed from the first LAC-DAC Dialogue on Development Co-operation, held on 29 June 2016 in 

Santiago de Chile and co-chaired by Chile, Mexico and the OECD and the second LAC-DAC Dialogue, held on 21 
February 2019 in Paris.  



  

 

 

different capabilities. There are opportunities for South-South and triangular co-operation, which are 
modalities of cooperation for development that are very well adapted to the implementation of 
actions to face pandemics, including on vaccine access, production and distribution.  Vaccine access 
for all is needed to stop the pandemic. 

Laura Oroz, Director of the Cooperation Directorate for Latin America and the Caribbean at the Spanish Agency 
for International Development Cooperation (AECID), and María Elena Alcaraz, Coordinator of International 
Development Fora at the Mexican Agency for International Development Cooperation (AMEXCID) co-chaired this 
roundtable. 

B. Financing for sustainable development to support building back sustainably from COVID-19 

Discussions focused on the financial instruments and resources needed to ensure a sustainable COVID-
19 recovery. Participants agreed that resources had declined while financing demands had increased. 
It was proposed to take a more holistic approach of fiscal policies, taking into account all sources of 
finance (external and domestic, public and private) available for the SDGs. Participants agreed on the 
need to mobilise more finance, in particular from the private sector, and suggested a pragmatic 
approach on programming activities and projects, seeking easily adaptable mechanisms, avoiding rigid 
procedures, and considering long-term financing needs. Such an approach should include leveraging 
triangular and South-South co-operation, becoming more flexible to changing needs, and moving 
towards a genuine partnership that stresses horizontal approaches, technical assistance programmes, 
and knowledge sharing. Finally, participants pointed to the multiplication of global initiatives and 
suggested better coordination among these, trying to avoid duplication, and focusing more on the 
implementation of projects and programmes, which requires a continued active dialogue among 
partners.  

Enrique O’Farrill, Head of Multilateral Cooperation Department at the Chilean Agency for International 
Development Cooperation (AGCID) and José Roman León Lora, Counsellor Development, EU Delegation to the 
OECD and UNESCO, co-chaired this roundtable. 

C. Digital and technological transition in development co-operation 

The Co-Chairs of this roundtable highlighted that the pandemic accelerated the digital transition, 
providing an opportunity to foster an inclusive digital society as a source of sustainable development. 
Closing digital gaps is of paramount importance. Investments are needed in ICT skills and content, 
policy and regulation, network operation and maintenance. During the discussion, LAC countries and 
DAC members addressed the challenges and opportunities of digitalisation, including the need for 
additional infrastructure investments and further capacity development, as well as new cybersecurity 
threats. DAC members shared their experience in adopting digitalisation in their own development 
co-operation programmes and projects. LAC countries underlined the need to exchange experiences 
and good practices in all development co-operation modalities, including South-South and triangular 
co-operation. In this context, participants agreed to share their programmes and projects and 
promote information exchange and mutual learning.  



  

 

 

Cynthia Filártiga, Director of International Cooperation. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Paraguay, and Sabeen V. 
Dhanani, Deputy Director for Technology, Innovation at the Technology & Research Hub of the Democracy, 
Development & Innovation Bureau, United States International Development Agency (USAID), co-chaired this 
roundtable. 

3 December 2021 – LAC-DAC Dialogue  

Session 1: The role of international development co-operation in the context of COVID-19: 
challenges and opportunities for LAC-DAC partnerships 

José Antonio Alonso, Professor of Economics at the Complutense University of Madrid, provided a 
keynote speech to set the scene. He highlighted the current critical juncture of international co-
operation, where all forms of development co-operation, North-South, South-South and triangular co-
operation, are needed more than ever.  

Throughout the discussions DAC members and LAC countries shared much in common on how to 
address and mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on achieving the 2030 Agenda through the exchange of 
ideas, experiences, good practices and lessons learned. Participants also recalled the diverse 
vulnerabilities that have emerged during the COVID-19 pandemic and have severely impacted 
marginalised groups.  

Building on the conclusions of the roundtables of the first day, participants highlighted that:  

► Improving co-ordination to support global responses on the inclusive deployment of vaccines 
against COVID-19, is an area for enhanced collaboration. 

► It is important to promote concrete financing measures from a variety of sources under a 
multidimensional approach that takes into account the vulnerabilities and structural gaps in 
developing countries. 

► Transition finance is considered an important tool to address challenges while sustaining 
development paths. They highlighted that ODA is a scarce and valuable source, and there are 
ongoing debates on how to protect its integrity by ensuring it goes to the vulnerable and most in 
need, how to strike a balance to spread it more and how to use it to generate more income for 
everyone. 

► Participants saw great value in using triangular co-operation as an instrument to achieve the 2030 
Agenda through LAC-DAC partnerships, building on the outcomes of the Second UN High-level 
Conference on South-South Co-operation (BAPA+40). It goes beyond the financial contribution of 
partners and facilitates knowledge sharing through strategic and horizontal partnerships. 

► Participants emphasised the importance of a strengthened multilateral system in building back 
better after COVID-19.  

► Inequalities have increased during the pandemic and remain one of the greatest challenges. DAC 
members invited LAC countries to join the discussions in the DAC bodies and networks, such as 
the DAC Community of Practice on Poverty and Inequalities, to capitalise on DAC`s expertise and 
to benefit from mutual learning in the COVID-19 response and recovery. 



  

 

 

► Encouraging more and more effective participation of the private sector, academia and civil 
society in development co-operation will support efforts to achieve sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive economic, social and environmental recovery.  

Session 2: Next steps, actions and future of the LAC-DAC Dialogue on Development Co-operation 

The third LAC-DAC Dialogue started the process to evolve the partnership and foster continuous 
collaboration between both communities. Peru presented a document with actions on international 
development co-operation to strengthen the LAC-DAC partnership, based on a multidimensional, 
inclusive, comprehensive and sustainable approach, in line with the 2030 Agenda and for a sustainable 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. The DAC Chair set out the rationale for evolving the 
partnership.  Incorporating the Dialogue into the broader policy context of the OECD LACRP, will allow 
LAC-DAC engagement to be integrated into the wider OECD policy context.  This will strengthen LAC 
countries’ and DAC members’ contributions to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The 
DCD Director presented a proposal for delivering the transition “Roadmap to transition the LAC-DAC 
Dialogue on Development Co-operation to the OECD LAC Regional Programme (LACRP)”.  

Participants welcomed the spirit of both proposals, highlighting that further consultations within the 
framework of the LACRP are needed to identify the best format and way forward. Using existing 
networks, mechanisms, communities of practice and others will be important to continue 
mainstreaming the relationships with actions.  

Closing remarks 

The Co-Chairs emphasised the need to evolve the LAC-DAC partnership, underpinned by joint actions 
and participation in existing bodies, networks and communities of practice of the DAC, under results-
based management. Common themes of interest emerged on financing for sustainable development, 
standards, triangular co-operation and measuring development co-operation. Now more than ever, 
LAC countries and DAC members can benefit from engaging in innovative modalities, finding 
pragmatic and flexible approaches that include different financing mixes and blending, fostering 
triangular partnerships, strengthening South-South co-operation and working to leave no one behind 
in the access to COVID-19 vaccines. Forging synergies with other global and regional fora will help LAC 
countries and DAC members to use their partnership strategically. The Co-Chairs committed to 
transmitting their summary of the meeting to the DAC members and all countries in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. 

 


